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‘See I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up;
do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the
desert and streams in the wasteland’. ( Isaiah
43:19)
A few words from
Development Worker)

Jane

(Community

How has the start of 2020 been for you? After the
busyness of Christmas, January can be a welcome
return to a normal routine, or the chance for a fresh
start, but sometimes the blank canvas of another New
Year makes us reach for our map and compass and
ask: Where are we? What are we doing? Where are
we going? The start of 2020 certainly made me take
stock and reflect on the changing needs and rhythms
of our community and how we can best partner the
people within it.
The first three months of my job have been about
thinking, planning and relationship-building and now
we’re into the New Year, it feels like a time of
transition. My role is becoming more operational, as
my time is increasingly focused on providing soup and
homebaking for groups through the week, decorating,
taking steps towards getting our café ready.
Sometimes, that’s meant changing direction, being
flexible, realising something isn’t working and
channeling resources elsewhere. I’m so encouraged
by the words of God in Isaiah 43:19: God is already
working ahead of us! What He asks is that we respond
to His leading and join in. We can be confident that
His work always brings blessing, growth and
everything that’s good.
Word Cloud: I’m putting together a Word Cloud picture
for the café, so please add a word (or words) to the
suggestions table. When you think of Riverside, what
word, or words, come to mind? It would be great if you
could take part in this piece of community art.
Prayer: Please pray for the wisdom to guide and
prioritise the café development and for the best use of
resources.

Riverside Diary
Tuesday Café (Tuesday, 9.30-11am): This time
continues to provide a welcome space for
mums, toddlers childminders on their way back
from school drop-off. Please pray they would
feel a real part of the Riverside community.
Gardening Group (first Tuesday of every
month, 9-11am): The gardeners are clearing,
tidying and weeding in preparation for spring.
Lots of bulbs are appearing too. New members
always welcome.
Knit and Natter (Tuesday, 1.30-3.30pm): The
group are soon to be making blankets for mums
who have lost their babies. Please pray this
ministry would be a comfort to those affected by
this experience.
Small Fry (Wednesday, 9.30-11am): Please
pray that the new mums would quickly feel part
of the group and as they all work through the life
of Jesus in Storytime, people would be open to
the Christian message.
Riverside Writers (Wednesday, 1.30-3pm):
Please pray that this new group would become
well-established and draw more people to
Riverside.
Walking Group (Wednesday, 1.30-3pm): Give
thanks for the people who come along to this
lively group and pray they would feel blessed by
their time in Riverside.
Communitea Craft Group (Thursday, 1-4pm):
Sharing delicious food with an international
flavour and making crafts from recycled
materials. All ladies welcome.
Soup Group (Friday, 1-3pm): If you’re looking
for something different to do on a Friday
afternoon, you’re welcome to join the group, as
they enjoy soup and take part in an informal
Bible study.

February 2020
The Kitchen Table Project
The Kitchen Table Project is from Care for the Family and encourages parents (and those involved in
working with children) to share their faith and build it into the everyday. We held two sessions at
Riverside and discussed subjects such as why faith is important to us and why it is important to us
that our children have a faith of their own. The aim is to discuss practical ways to show children what
real faith looks like and how they can take part in the Christian community from a young age. A book
accompanies the course and we have a few extra copies available. For more information contact
Emily McKay.
Bertha Park update: Anne Stott
Thank you for all your ongoing interest and support in Bertha Park! 2020 has brought a real change of
routine as I begin to spend more time in Bertha Park and give time each week to reading for the Forge
Pioneer Course I will be doing throughout the year. Time reading and thinking and praying is always
helpful.
Each week, I will be spending some time on follow-up visits arising from the December Gift Bag
Distribution, hoping to build relationships and involve residents in thinking about how the church might
be useful to the community. One resident is keen that she and I develop a walking group. We are
pursuing this idea together and I am hoping other possibilities will arise as I revisit other residents in the
next few weeks.
At the same time, new occupants are continuing to move in and so I am organising Spring/Summer Gift
Bags that I can continue to distribute on a rolling programme throughout the year. I am thoroughly
enjoying my time volunteering at Bertha Park High on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings. Please pray
for relationships with pupils and staff and for my time to be useful to the school.
Prayer: Prayer would also be appreciated for favourable outcomes in February as Presbytery and the
General Trustees discuss the purchase of a shop space for church/community use. Bertha Park Prayer
updates: Thursday 20th February and Thursday 26th March at 7.30pm at Riverside

Youthwork update: Malcolm Winch

Malcolm
moving

Please continue to pray for the young people that Malcolm
and Alan Clyne have been working with in connection with
the Facing the Future and One to One projects.

furniture,
preparing for
a fourth
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And finally...
A great time was had by all at Funday School’s
annual fundraiser ceilidh ‘Ya Wee Dancer’.
Almost £180 was raised for Andy’s Man Club in
Perth and James the fisherman told his story of
how Jesus calmed the storm.

