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‘For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. Of the increase of his government and
peace there will be no end. He will reign on
David’s throne and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it with justice and
righteousness from that time on and for ever’.
(Isaiah 9:6-7)
At this time of year, we enjoy singing carols and
thinking about the Nativity story of a baby in a
manger surrounded by shepherds, animals, angels
and straw. The wonder of God becoming Man in
such a humble, even humiliating, way is something
we cannot grow cold or indifferent to. And the story
doesn’t end there: it takes us to the cross and
beyond. It brings us to a place of reconciliation with
God and the confidence that even in these times of
global conflict and political confusion, ‘Of the
increase of his government and peace there will be
no end’. Amen.

Dates for your diary...
Riverside Nativity (Saturday 21st December)

By popular demand, the Nativity Experience will be
returning to Riverside this Christmas. The Wisemen
are already on route from the East, the Shepherds
are preparing their fire, and Angelic choirs are
warming up their voices, for what promises to be
another great event. We’re delighted that we will
again be joined by the incredibly cute animals from
Aylswood Rare Breeds. So if you are a former cast or
crew member, or would like to help for the first time,
please let Dave know if you are available this year.
Nativity Experience from 3pm on Saturday 21st
December.

Riverside Diary
Knit and Natter (Tuesday, 1.30-3.30pm)
The ladies are continuing to knit premature
cardigans for donation to PRI. Tea, coffee and
scones are provided.
Gardening Group (first Tuesday of every
month)
The group are bedding down for the winter
now and will have their next gardening session
on the first Tuesday of February. In the
meantime, they will be helping Jane fill the
indoor planters and hanging baskets
surrounding the sanctuary doors.
Small Fry (Wednesday, 9.30-11am)
The parents and children of Small Fry are now
staying on for homemade soup and crusty
bread. It’s great to see this has become a
regular feature of our week at Riverside. This
year, every child will be gifted a Christmas
book called Starmaker. Please pray for the
parents and children as they read and hear the
Christmas story.
Riverside Writers (Wednesday, 1.30-3pm)
It’s been great to start this new group with
enthusiastic writers and there is space for
more. People can join the group at any time.
Communitea Crafty Group (Thursday, 14pm)
Don’t forget the disco on Saturday 14th
December (4-9pm). All welcome.
Soup Group (Friday 1-3pm)
Meeting together for soup, Bible study and
fellowship.
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Community Updates...
Community Development and Café news
Over the next couple of months, I’ll be overseeing a makeover in the café space. The observant
among you will have noticed various colours of paint from tester pots daubed on the walls: no,
it’s not modern art! The kitchen area will be painted a bright white for a clean feel, reflecting as
much light as possible, while the remaining walls will be painted in a fresh aqua to go with the
existing colours of wood and carpet. It will also echo the blues and aquas that we see around
Muirton. I’ll be buying wooden troughs and hanging baskets and filling them with greenery for
either side of the sanctuary doors to create a welcoming and attractive area that will be visible
for people entering the building.
It was great to pass our Environmental Health inspection on the 27th November and to have the
green light to continue with our café plans. My approach of gradually extending our hospitality
to serve existing groups is going well and our new soup kettle will also help to increase output.
Comments and ideas always welcome!
We’ll be needing a painting team to help carry out all the work, so if you’re able to help in this
way, please let me know.

Bertha Park News and Nativity Crawl
December will be an important month for our work at Bertha Park. Time to get incarnational, making our presence,
and hopefully His presence, more visible! Please remember me on 9th-18th December as I knock on doors to deliver
gift bags, and get to know folk. It would be marvellous to involve some of the residents in our Nativity Carol Crawl
and perhaps find develop interest in meeting up for coffee in the New Year to chat about building community.
If you have a wee moment to spare, events where some help would be wonderful are:
Nativity Carol Crawl (Thursday 19th December, 5.30-7pm) Mary and Joseph will visit each street looking for
somewhere to stay, carols will be sung too, finishing with mince pies and hot juice. Carol singers, hot juice servers
and stewards required... So, if you’ve always wanted to wear a high-viz jacket and organise people, this is your
chance! Hot juice and mince pies will also be served from our ‘stable’ gazebo.
Bertha Park High Winter Fayre (Wednesday 11th December, 6-8pm) We are offering a Nativity Photo Booth and
handing out leaflets about the Nativity Crawl and Riverside Christmas events. People will use our background and
props and take a photo on their phones. Helpers to chat to parents and offer sweeties and leaflets would be lovely.
It would be great to have some church families visit and perhaps add their Nativity photo to the Bertha Park
facebook page! Some elves from Riverside, Letham St. Marks and Perth North helped to fill the gift bags on 21st
November.
Your prayers and support for all these activities will be very much appreciated. Please email me
(AStott@churchofscotland.org.uk) or text (07837069565) if you are available.

And finally...
A big thank you to everyone who came along to support our St Andrew’s
Day event! Thank you to those who provided music, storytelling and
helped on the craft tables and a big thank you to those who worked hard
behind the scenes in the kitchen to make the delicious stovies.

