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Welcome back! It’s been
a while since the last
Riverside newsletter, but
with all the exciting
developments
in
our
church and community, it’s
important that we work on
good communication to
ensure
everyone
is
informed and involved.
Since
our
Riverside
mission is to pray, serve
and grow, it’s vital that the
newsletter is both a
channel of communication
and an aid for prayer to
support
all
that’s
happening through the
week in our church, which
seeks to serve and grow.

Riverside recently gave a very warm welcome to
two new members of staff who join the existing
team.
Anne Stott: Anne has recently joined
Riverside to take up the role of
Community Minister and Pioneer
Worker at Bertha Park. Bertha Park is a
Presbytery Mission Initiative (PMI),
whereby local congregations support
outreach in an area outside their parish.
Anne is working on ways to reach the
community, including visits and housewarming gifts in the run up to
Christmas.
She is also setting up a prayer group, so if you would like to prayerfully
support this exciting mission opportunity, please contact Anne at
astott@churchofscotland.org.uk
Prayer: Please pray for strong links to be established with Bertha Park
High school and for funding.
Jane Picton Smith: Jane is the new
Community Development Worker who
will have responsibility for the Riverside
community Hub, developing a social
enterprise
café
and
a
varied
programme of community activities to
grow and integrate church and local
community. Please get in touch if you
have any ideas for the café or
community, or if you’d like to join a
group.

“God has been speaking to me about small changes: ‘the ripple effect’, rather than a tsunami! (‘Do not despise these
small beginnings, for the LORD rejoices to see the work begin’, Zechariah 4:10, NLT). People can be wary of change
because it can be unfamiliar and unsettling, but if we see it as GROWTH, it’s about improving and nurturing what we
already have. Let’s keep praying and serving together, expecting God to help us grow our café and community
according to His plan and purpose”.
Jane will be baking on Friday afternoons (2-4pm) using produce from the Gardening Group (when available) to make
Taster Plates for the Saturday café and Perthformance families. If you’d like to try your hand at beetroot brownies,
courgette muffins or carrot cake, please come along and join in the fun/chaos!
Prayer: Please pray for wisdom and guidance, that God would help Jane to support Riverside in the best way she
can. Please also pray for strategies to reach and serve the local community and for more volunteers to support our
growing community ventures.
*If you would like to join a group or find out more, please speak to group contacts or Jane
(jsmith@churchofscotland.org.uk).
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Gardening Group
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(first Tuesday of every month, 9.30-

The Gardening Group have been up and running for 18 months and have
almost finished harvesting their first crop of potatoes, spinach, leeks, parsley,
beetroot, courgette, corn and artichoke! Planting for next season is now
underway. The Group are passionate about reconnecting people with God’s
creation and would love to see members of the surrounding community
involved. The benefits to health and wellbeing are widely known, so if you
need some time out or outdoor physical exercise, please feel welcome to
come along.
Prayer: Please pray that the ground would become more fertile and that more
people would get involved.
Contact: Helen Goodacre

Knit and Natter (Tuesday 2-4pm)
The ladies at Knit and Natter are currently channelling their creative talents
into the production of hats and mitts for North Muirton and Balhousie nursery
and schoolchildren. They’re planning to make more hats for newborns at
Ninewells hospital. The group welcomes new members at any level of
knitting, so whether you’re a ninja or a newbie, please come along.
Prayer: Please pray that more people would come along and get involved,
especially those in our local community who are elderly, lonely and isolated.
Contact: Wilma Ramsay

Small Fry (Wednesday 9.30-11.30am)
Small Fry has been running for 15 years and provides an opportunity for
parents and pre-school children to meet together for friendship, play and
support. The group serves a need in the local community and it’s encouraging
to see dads involved too. Each week, the group have a craft time, snack and
share a Bible story.
Prayer: Please pray for physical and spiritual protection and join us in giving
thanks for God’s blessing. The group are enjoying and benefitting from the
newly-developed outside space.
Contact: Greta Burke, Rebecca Mackay or Helen Goodacre

CommUnitea & Crafty Group (Thursday 1-4pm)
This multi-cultural, multi-faith group is all about bringing people together
around food and friendship. It’s been said that “in this group, people never
go hungry”. Each week, the ladies take turns to cook a dish from their country
and eat together - expect amazing pakoras and kebabs! In the Crafty part of
this group, members of the group teach recycling and make something out of
nothing. As they say, ‘one person’s rubbish is another person’s treasure’.
Prayer: Please pray that the group would continue to reach and integrate
lonely people.
Contact: Edna Lilley

Soup Group
(Friday 12-2pm)
Come and enjoy some Bible
study, fellowship and soup at
this friendly group where
people meet together at
different stages of faith. The
group are currently studying
Luke.
Prayer: Please pray that we
advance in faith together.
Contact: Malcolm Winch

VIMS
(first Friday of every month,
from 8pm)
A relaxed chance for mums of
all ages to hang out.
Prayer: Pray us as we balance
busy lives.
Contact: Ruth, Rebecca or
Julie

