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What faith is not: 

Summarising Karl Barth   1

It’s not ultimately:  

• how to deal with the unknown or inexplicable  
• agreeing with secondhand statements, even if these are good theology, biblical 

or from the creeds. 
• a way to experience inner-transformation 
• the focus of Christianity. Although faith is vital, faith points away from itself to its 

object - God.  

What faith is:   

Heb. 11:1 “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what 
we do not see.” 

Faith is determined by hope.  2

What is Christian hope?  

Hope looks to the future. 

• what we do not yet have  
• Hope that is already fully achieved is not hope  3

• Hebrews ch 11 about people who die before fully receiving what they hope for.  

 Evangelical Theology1

 William Lane, Hebrews, Word Biblical Commentary2

 Romans 8:243
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In Christianity hope is concerned with the last things  4

e.g.  Christ’s return, the Kingdom of God, our resurrection etc.  

These are not separate to Jesus.  
He is the Kingdom come, he is the resurrection etc.  
He is our hope.  

Hope is not ultimately:  

• emotion  
• wishful thinking  
• optimism  
• dependent on ‘evidence’ or experience.  

Ultimately it’s not hope that but hope in 

Our hope is not simply that Jesus promises will be fulfilled  
Our hope is in Jesus himself;  
believing in his reliability and achievement.      

What is faith?  

Again from Barth - faith is trusting in the faithfulness of another  5

If faith is determined by hope,  
therefore also faith in not simply faith that.   
Faith in Jesus is trusting that he is our hope.  

Ultimately faith is not placed anywhere else.  
It’s not faith in Christianity, or faith in our theology,  
it’s not even faith in the Bible (even thought it is the trustworthy message of God). 

It’s faith in Jesus  
It’s personal; it’s trust in another person. 
Yes, we meet him in the Bible and in prayer,  
But through them we meet the person.      

 Eschatology4

 paraphrasing from Dogmatics in Outline5
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For example. 
 
We sometimes say an important statement of Christian belief the Apostles Creed.  
It begins,   

“I believe in God, the Father Almighty 
the Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord…” 

We usually say it in an impersonal monotone.  

But actually it’s a personal statement of trust.   

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 

He’s my father, he loves me,   
I trust him with my life, 

And I believe in Jesus Christ 
his only Son, our Lord.  

I know him,  
We talk, I trust him; he’s forgiven me.  
He loves me and accepts me.  
He died for me.  
And he’s alive  
I spoke with him earlier today.  

 Theology, Bible knowledge and prayer are vital,  
 But if we never reach through them to the person of Christ . 6

 Then we are missing the point.  
 We are like someone content with the biography or auto-biography, when the  
 author is waiting to meet us.    

 nb we don’t reach outside of Scripture, but through it, like a window, we remain firmly within its frame.  6
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